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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 4,446 NA 35,554 565
1940 3,587 NA 20,198 183
1945 6,838 NA 57,093 245
1950 5,171 2,343 54,399 227
1954 9,611 2,313 62,958 879
1959 7,231 1,128 60,087 1,900
1964 10,300 758 51,539 551
1969 10,434 582 54,291 394
1974 11,592 421 51,026 164
1978 8,854 209 48,625 461
1982 8,726 (D) 47,607 1,280
1987 8,001 (D) 32,271 926
1992 7,644 (D) 47,961 530
1997 5,628 (D) 43,891 145

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 277 329 407

Farm income and sales:   (Thousand Dollars)

Crops Sold 41,870 39,438 25,490
Grains 4,690 9,559 4,415
Tobacco (D) (D) (D)
Field seeds, hay,
forage,    and silage 102 (D) 30
Other field crops 17,133 26,378 19,571
Vegetables, sweet corn  
   and melons 594 604 1,028
Fruits, nuts and berries (D) (D) (D)
Nursery and
greenhouse    products (D) (D) (D)
Forest Products Sold 454 57 247

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 12,943 16,451 12,829

Poultry and products (D) (D) 4,403
Dairy products ---- ---- (D)
Cattle and calves 964 2,148 2,438
Hogs and pigs 8,534 7,476 5,777
Sheep, lambs and wool (D) (D) (D)
Other livestock and         
  products 9 (D) 53

  
Total income from sales: 54,813 55,889 38,319

Custom work and other    
   agricultural services: 20 154 161

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
----  Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-4991/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 44 83 165 181 93 37 617 14
1978 35 73 156 170 83 43 572 12
1982 29 58 138 156 100 28 518 9
1987 21 54 102 98 81 36 407 15
1992 15 28 85 74 72 42 329 13
1997 11 26 73 53 57 57 ---- 277

1/  Applies to 1997.  ----  Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:
   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 374 283 230 192
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 144 124 99 85

Operators by age group:
   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 11 4 7
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77 68 32 22
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77 61 69 65
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 124 74 73 71
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 127 95 53
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 66 56 59
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 50 51 52
NA  Not available. 
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SOUTHAMPTON
COUNTY
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Southampton County lies in the coastal plain on the North Carolina
border, and is bound on the west by the Meherrin River and on the east by
the Blackwater River.  Formed in 1784 from part of Isle of Wight, the county
derives its name from Henry Wriothesly, the third Earl of Southampton.

  In 1997, land in farms in Southampton totaled 185,949 acres,
occupying a full 48 percent of the county's area of 384,171 acres. According
to the 1997 Census of Agriculture, there were 277 farms in the county,
each averaging 670 acres in size and worth an average of $1,029,689,
including land and buildings.

The topography of the county ranges from level to gently rolling,
with elevations ranging from near sea level to just 130 feet in altitude.
Temperatures average  39 degrees in January and 78 in July, and the frost-
free growing season usually extends over a period of 191 days from around
April 16 to October 24.  Annual precipitation for the area averages  47
inches.

Agriculture is an integral part of Southampton’s economy. Crops
supply 71 percent of the total sales.  Livestock, poultry, and poultry products
supply the remaining 29 percent .

Most of the industries in Southampton are closely associated with
agriculture and include peanut and hog processing plants as well as lumber
and pulp mills.  Due to the rapid expansion of the cotton industry, cotton gins
have also become an important source of income and employment in recent
years.

 In 1990, the estimated  population of Southampton was 17,558.
The total gross personal income that year was $236 million, or an average
of $13,433 per capita.

Courtland is the county seat.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-

1935 2,987 266,057 27 87,109 17,166 4,307 2,403 NA 150,630
1940 2,345 259,900 29 87,544 7,206 6,083 NA NA NA
1945 2,553 258,705 43 92,606 4,048 5,105 4,142 17,051 128,797
1950 2,174 273,260 66 90,044 6,875 8,146 4,008 19,254 140,682
1954 1,962 276,530 114 89,183 3,042 9,448 7,276 19,726 143,113
1959 1,269 260,793 163 93,421 4,380 9,892 3,793 10,095 136,084
1964 988 226,315 200 79,392 15,565 6,324 6,873 NA NA
1969 876 202,909 358 74,636 19,959 10,695 5,359 14,892 60,653
1974 2/ 617 219,387 526 92,727 4,960 10,440 14,737 NA NA
1978 572 219,722 915 93,384 9,726 8,690 6,520 8,170 87,221
1982 518 198,508 1,148 101,887 4,881 7,706 7,709 11,728 57,385
1987 407 188,832 1,156 78,483 27,025 6,556 4,703 4,577 63,228
1992 329 178,469 1,182 91,366 9,413 6,408 3,944 5,256 59,450
1997 277 185,496 1,594 90,109 6,028 6,375 7,058 2,932 68,213
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census.  Acreage
beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.
2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available. 

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold

1945 1/ 2,320 303,339 31 674 NA NA
1950 2/ 516 39,825 38 592 NA NA
1954 3/ 3 20,735 58 577 NA NA
1959 3/ 1 8,000 16 183 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ ---- ---- 3 33 NA NA
1969 4/ ---- ---- ---- ---- 9 696
1974 5/ 6/ ---- ---- NA NA 7 2,282
1978 5/ 5 840,000 ---- ---- 7 3,450
1982 13 3,122,730 1 (D) 8 4,758
1987 13 3,234,470 ---- ---- 3 (D)
1992 12 3,763,930 2 (D) 10 100,568
1997 7 1,424,497 ---- ---- 7 (D)
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and 1964
Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets
with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  6/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and other meat type chickens sold.   (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual
farms.  ----  Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 27,479 20.3 558,282 NA NA NA 1,986 NA NA
1940 31,612 24.5 774,261 62 12.5 775 NA NA NA
1945 34,891 26.0 907,639 394 22.2 8,743 NA NA 17,596
1950 33,882 38.5 1,302,977 534 20.2 10,768 1,496 18.3 27,408
1954 37,887 39.0 1,478,400 426 21.6 9,221 6,086 16.1 97,961
1959 2/ 33,404 50.6 1,691,211 1,721 22.3 38,410 12,601 23.9 301,740
1964 25,975 60.8 1,578,750 812 24.7 20,062 10,889 22.8 248,675
1969 24,874 90.5 2,250,525 1,817 45.8 83,172 9,565 25.4 243,376
1974 37,301 87.7 3,271,050 2,592 36.1 93,537 18,073 26.4 477,541
1978 40,669 88.4 3,596,249 842 32.6 27,483 15,454 29.2 450,693
1982 37,191 103.6 3,853,369 7,665 35.6 272,504 23,894 30.1 718,493
1987 23,852 42.3 1,009,055 4,603 38.2 175,781 18,374 25.1 460,696
1992 27,866 117.7 3,280,518 6,345 55.0 349,182 20,331 31.9 648,911
1997 10,037 73.0 732,671 5,001 41.2 205,798 12,778 25.4 323,971

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available. 

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION
YEAR TOBACCO COTTON PEANUTS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Pounds Pounds Bales Bales Pounds Pounds
1935 27 1,130.4 30,520 11,233 0.7 7,441 41,896 NA NA
1940 184 843.0 155,118 7,494 0.4 2,800 39,102 1.2 45,894
1945 74 946.3 70,026 8,185 1.1 9,187 41,820 1.2 48,298
1950 85 841.9 71,558 7,485 0.6 4,585 38,874 1.3 52,131
1954 109 1,176.0 128,182 4,422 0.7 3,260 29,604 1.6 47,692
1959 60 1,338.8 80,326 4,546 0.8 3,696 31,387 1.8 56,268
1964 46 1,852.9 85,232 3,726 1.0 3,760 31,469 2.0 61,487
1969 38 1,592.8 60,526 1,755 0.5 866 31,578 2.3 72,799
1974 17 (D) (D) 204 0.6 127 32,173 2.8 89,748
1978 (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) (D) 33,617 3.1 104,820
1982 (D) (D) (D) NA NA NA 33,234 3.0 100,867
1987 (D) (D) (D) NA NA NA 30,198 2.7 81,056
1992 (D) (D) (D) 6,410 1.3 8,202 30,927 2,874.7 88,905,199
1997 NA NA NA 40,368 1.5 58,937 22,888 2,740.1 62,716,099

NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms. 

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ 

Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1930 28 125 2,485 NA NA 13 160 353 35,679 484 61,970
1935 192 NA NA NA NA NA NA 470 42,452 754 74,759
1940 244 33 718 81 1,907 65 963 568 43,200 661 68,324
1945 179 230 5,610 349 6,063 298 4,143 308 16,968 385 35,145
1950 87 498 16,602 89 2,236 283 3,478 124 22,110 165 28,543
1954 552 1,001 41,311 271 5,224 615 10,931 72 12,034 163 22,517
1959 1,560 807 32,312 579 17,907 1,312 28,197 29 3,563 96 15,848
1964 1,021 174 6,706 184 6,197 1,466 31,910 15 2,838 49 9,151
1969 1,142 46 2,630 323 15,451 1,028 26,859 NA NA NA NA
1974 748 168 7,053 28 1,413 791 20,946 13 2,475 11 1,403
1978 1,796 48 3,194 (D) (D) 538 16,230 (D) (D) 15 1,520
1982 1,638 75 2,150 NA NA 437 11,461 NA NA NA NA
1987 1,708 14 642 NA NA 456 10,277 NA NA NA NA
1992 1,014 70 4,803 NA NA 389 11,221 NA NA (D) (D)
1997 532 NA NA NA NA 41 1,149 NA NA NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  3/  Potatoes are in
hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms. 

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 39,324 58 175 117 123 84 85
1940 27,359 8 14 533 810 841 1,147
1945 1,152 27 25 569 544 117 138
1950 1,261 65 80 465 523 652 734
1954 1,252 87 387 412 529 468 728
1959 681 114 348 265 350 192 357
1964 1,007 30 135 443 465 293 493
1969 1,227 20 75 139 266 166 242
1974 1,744 45 140 255 520 201 274
1978 612 69 125 323 608 191 310
1982 953 (D) (D) 771 1,178 109 205
1987 1,038 107 229 445 549 346 389
1992 987 (D) 285 665 1,225 (D) 134
1997 897 (D) (D) 662 2,552 150 240

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total
sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass
mixtures cut for hay.  3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.    (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.  

SOUTHAMPTON


